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Exact and definite knowledge of the way children respond
to certain situations may be'obtained from watching them
when the stage is set in advance. One-way-vision screens
make it possible for observers to see the children without
the children being aware that they are being observed.
Under such conditions, for example, the child's social reac-
tions when only one companion is present may be contrasted
with his activities when three or four companions are pres-
ent. His behavior in the nursery school may be compared
with his behavior at home; his attitude when his mother
is present with his doings when she is absent.
Observations by Mothers. — Mothers may use with their
own children methods of observation similar to those used
by students of nursery school education. Repeated, day-by-
day recorded observations of an individual child portray a
many-sided development. The mother who has a hundred
and one other things to do can concentrate on certain phases
of her child's development. In the afternoon while he is
playing with one or two other children, she may sit unob-
served and make notes of his play interests, his attitude tp
others, his sense of ownership, and title many interests and
characteristic types of behavior that crop out in play. Or
she may study at mealtime his progress in a certain habit in
which she is interested. Perhaps he has some behavior
problem that is demanding attention. Observing and re-
cording all details in relation to this problem is a first step
toward its solution. The mother, however, must be careful
not to interpret the infant's emotions and actions in terms
of her own adult psychology.
Analysis of Steps in Various Learning Processes. — Van
Alstyne and Hill 3 made an analysis of the learning levels
of nursery school children in eating and bathroom situa-
tions. This objective analysis of the behavior of children
two to four years old, based Upon diary records, was sub-
mitted to nursery school teachers and to other experts for
3 Dorothy Van Alstyne and Adelene B. Hill, Learning Levels of the Chil-
dren in the Nursery School with Reference to the Eating Situation. New
York: Teachers College, Columbia University, 1930.

